TABLE 59.17: Lithuanian Alphabet 



Name 



Letter^ 



Phonetic Value 



A 


a 




[a], [a:] 


A 




* 


[a:] 


B 


b 




[b] 


C 


c 




m 


Ch 




:h 


[X] 


C 


c 




[tj] 


D 


d 




[d] 


E 


e 




[£],<= [e:] 


e 




? 


[ei] 


E 




e 


[e:] 


F 


f 




[f] 


G 


g 




[g] 


H 


h 




[fi] 


I 


i 




m" 


I 




i 


[i:] 


Y 




y 


[i:] 


J 


J 




U] 


K 


k 




[k] 


L 


1 




[1] 


M 


m 




[m] 


N 


n 




[n] 










[0:]; [0] in loanwords 


P 


P 




[p] 


R 


r 




[r] 


S 


s 




[s] 


s 


s 




m 


T 


t 




[t] 


U 


u 




[u] 


y 




w 


[u:] 







u 


[u:] 


V 


V 




[V] 


z 


z 




[z] 


z 


z 




[3] 



[Na] 

[Na \|no:s^inJe:] 'nasal a' 

[Nby 

[Nti^e] 

[NX3] 

[Ne] 

[\|e \|nois^in%i] 'nasal e' 

[Nei] 

[Nef] 

[NiiaJ] 

[Ni tmm^lpoiji] 'short/' 

[Nji Nnois^in^ei] 'nasal/' 

[\|i ilNgoiji] 'long/' 

[Njot] 

[Nka] 

[Nel] 

[Nem] 

[Nen] 

[No] 

[Np%] 

[Ner] 

[N|es] 

[NeJ] 

[Nt%] 

[Nu trumNpoiji] 'short w' 

[Nu Nno:sJin%:] 'nasal m' 

[Nu ilNgoiji] 'long u' 

[NvJe] 

[Nzy 

[N3^8] 



a. The following digraphs are not considered single letters of the alphabet: 
Dz dz [dz] 

Dz dz [d3] 
le ie [ie] 
Uo uo [uo] 
plus diphthongs consisting of a or e plus /, u, I, r, m, n. 

b. An alternative system of letter names for the consonants uses the sound of the consonant followed by [9], 
e.g. [bo]. A traditional system gives names of the form [Oe:] to those letters here shown as [€%]. 

c. Some speakers pronounce short e as [e] in loanwords. 

d. Consonants are automatically palatalized before front vowels. Before back vowels, palatalization of a con- 
sonant is indicated by the letter i between the consonant and the back vowel. 



Lithuanian Text 

1. Lithuanian: Tai buvo nedidele balta katyte. Jos menkas 

2. Transcription: /|tai Nbuvo: n%Nd^id%l%i balNta kaNriit^i /tjois /Imfenkas 

3. Gloss: it was small white kitten its poor 



I. 



suliesej^s kiinelis visas 
2. sul^ieNs^ijeis kui/ln^eiPis 



Nv%as dVeNb^eijo: nuo /iJaFtTo: 
3. emaciated body all shivered from cold 



nuo salcio ir baimes; 
ir Nbaim^eis 
and fear 



7. jos plaukai, lietaus 
2. /Ijois plau/lkai l^ie/ltaus 
5. its hairs of.rain 



suslapinti ir 
su/lJla:p^in^t^i ir 
soaked and 



purvais apskret^, visi 
pur/lvais ap/lskr^eit^e: v^iNs^i 
with.mud covered all 



1. kabejo sustir^ ir 

2. kaNb^ijoi suNsWrt: ir 

3. hung stiff and 



pasisiaus^. Radau as 
pas^iNPaupe: ra/|dau NaJ 
disheveled found I 



j^ lauke, 
/Ija: lauNkfe 
it outside 



7. patvory 

2. patvoi/lr^i: 

3. at-fence 



pritupusi^, 

pW/|tuipus^ai 

squatting 



susirietusi^, 

sus^i/lrfetus^a: 

cowering 



nelaiming^. 

nfelaiNm^ingai 

unhappy 



'It was a small white kitten. Its whole poor emaciated body shivered with cold 
and fear; all its fur, soaked and covered with mud, hung stiff and disheveled. I 
found it outside, squatting by the fence, cowering, unhappy.' 

— G. Niliunas, "Kliudziai'' [I hit the mark], in Vinogradov et al. ig68: §24. 
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